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 Sikkema Announces Senate
Committee Assignments

LANSING – With the last segment of his transition complete, Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema
today announced standing committee assignments for the upcoming legislative session.

“One of my top goals as majority leader is to be ready to take up the people’s business when
we are sworn in on January 8,” Sikkema said. “Having all the committees set ensures we can get
right to work.”

Sikkema, R-Wyoming, said the Senate Committees would hold their first meetings during
the week beginning Jan. 13. He added that committee assignments were made following
recommendations from the Committee on Committees, which has met over the last several weeks
to consider members’ requests for assignments.

“I want to commend the members of the Committee on Committees for their fine and diligent
work in making their recommendations to me,” Sikkema said. “They have provided a great service
and have made the transition to a new Republican Senate majority smoother and more efficient.”

(MORE)



Michigan Senate 2003-2004 Standing Committees, Chairs and Members 

Agriculture, Forestry and Tourism
Jerry VanWoerkom, Chair
Jud Gilbert, Vice Chair
Ron Jelinek
Liz Brater, Minority Vice Chair
Buzz Thomas

Appropriations
Shirley Johnson, Chair
Tony Stamas, Vice Chair
Cameron Brown
Mike Goschka
Valde Garcia
Alan Cropsey
Ron Jelinek
Michelle McManus
Bill Hardiman
Tom George
Mike Prusi, Minority Vice Chair
Jim Barcia
Martha Scott
Deb Cherry
Hansen Clarke
Mickey Switalski

Banking and Financial Institutions
Mike Bishop, Chair
Jerry VanWoerkom, Vice Chair
Alan Sanborn
Tony Stamas
Burton Leland, Minority Vice Chair
Dennis Olshove
Irma Clark

Commerce and Labor
Jason Allen, Chair
Wayne Kuipers, Vice Chair
Michelle McManus
Mark Schauer, Vice Chair
Dennis Olshove

Economic Development, Small Business
and Regulatory Reform
Alan Sanborn, Chair
Jason Allen, Vice Chair
Jud Gilbert
Gilda Jacobs, Minority Vice Chair
Ray Basham

Education
Wayne Kuipers, Chair
Nancy Cassis, Vice Chair
Jerry VanWoerkom
Irma Clark, Minority Vice Chair
Burton Leland

Families and Human Services
Bill Hardiman, Chair
Bev Hammerstrom, Vice Chair
Alan Sanborn
Gilda Jacobs, Minority Vice Chair
Irma Clark

Finance
Nancy Cassis, Chair
Valde Garcia, Vice Chair
Michelle McManus
Buzz Thomas, Minority Vice Chair
Liz Brater

Gaming and Casino Oversight
Jason Allen, Chair
Mike Bishop, Vice Chair
Patty Birkholz
Buzz Thomas, Minority Vice Chair
Bob Emerson



Government Operations
Ken Sikkema, Chair
Bev Hammerstrom, Vice Chair
Jason Allen
Nancy Cassis
Bob Emerson, Minority Vice Chair
Gilda Jacobs
Buzz Thomas

Health Policy
Bev Hammerstrom, Chair
Bruce Patterson, Vice Chair
Tom George
Virg Bernero, Minority Vice Chair
Gilda Jacobs

Judiciary
Alan Cropsey, Chair
Mike Bishop, Vice Chair
Alan Sanborn
Bruce Patterson
Mark Schauer, Minority Vice Chair
Virg Bernero
Liz Brater

Local, Urban and State Affairs
Laura Toy, Chair
Patty Birkholz, Vice Chair
Mike Goschka
Ray Basham, Minority Vice Chair
Virg Bernero

 

Natural Resources and Environmental 
Affairs
Patty Birkholz, Chair
Bruce Patterson, Vice Chair
Jerry VanWoerkom
Liz Brater, Minority Vice Chair
Ray Basham

Senior Citizens and Veterans Affairs
Laura Toy, Chair
Tony Stamas, Vice Chair
Jud Gilbert
Irma Clark, Minority Vice Chair
Dennis Olshove

Technology and Energy
Bruce Patterson, Chair
Laura Toy, Vice Chair
Patty Birkholz
Cameron Brown
Nancy Cassis
Dennis Olshove, Minority Vice Chair
Burton Leland
Virg Bernero

Transportation
Jud Gilbert, Chair
Wayne Kuipers, Vice Chair
Mike Goschka
Burton Leland, Minority Vice Chair
Ray Basham
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